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AUSTRALIAN
MARINE EXPORTS




TOP AUSTRALIAN COMPANIES EXHIBITING AT IBEX IN 2008

Australian marine companies had a strong presence at IBEX in October 6-8, 2008. 

The Australian International Marine Export Group (AIMEX), a peak industry group, and 13 other Australian marine companies attended IBEX in the US. The trade only show draws leading industry personnel from around the world. 

“IBEX is just one of leading international events attended by Australian companies,” said AIMEX CEO Mary Anne Edwards. 

Whilst viusitor numbers at this sow were well down on 2007 members still made valuable international contracts and sales.  


Companies exhibiting at IBEX included AIMEX, Austral Propellers, Coursemaster/Hydrive, EVRsafe Marine Technologies, Fixtech Marine Solutions, GME, Sanctuary Cove Boat Show, Aqualuma, Isoflex, Marina Protection Systems, Multipanel Pty Ltd, Poly Flex Group Pty Ltd, Ronstan and VEEM Propellers. 

EVRsafe Marine Technologies last year launched in the US, the EVRSafe 1040, a sophisticated, innovative, integrated multi-toxic gas sensory device. The unit can simultaneously detect multi-gases such as carbon monoxide, butane, LPG, nitrogen-dioxide or hydro-carbons. This world first from Australia has a compact display unit and multi sensors which enable it to be fitted to any boat. 

Leading Australian sail hardware manufacturer Ronstan again showcased its latest Orbit Block™ technology. The blocks offer a non-compromise solution for the world’s racing sailors boasting the use of advanced fibre and polymer technology that is up to 10 times stronger than steel. Laser world champion Michael Blackburn says the blocks offer the lowest weight possible and are ideal to handle all levels of sailing from Optis to small one designs. Volvo ocean racer and 49er world champion Chris Nicholson says the ratchet blocks give more control with less fatigue. 

Australian company GME has received international approval for its MT410 series Personal Locator Beacons. Using the same ground-breaking technology as the MT400 EPIRB, the MT410 and MT410 Accusat™ Personal Locator Beacons are the latest extension to GME’s family of innovative safety products. The company has secured COSPAS SARSAT approval. 

The company has also announced an expansion of its marine entertainment portfolio with the 180 watt CD9520 multi-function entertainment system featuring a DVD/CD player with AM/FM radio. Housed in an IP56 rated waterproof casing, the unit uses marinised components and circuit boards. 

Marina Protection Solutions, an innovative Western Australian company, has released the Maddox Anode, a state-of-the-art anode which provides self-calibration of cathodic protection levels. Intended for wood and fibreglass boats, the patented Maddox anode provides cathodic protection for bronze and S. S. plus anti-fouling paints. The Maddox will improve boat performance and reduce maintenance schedules and costs. 

Coursemaster/Hydrive iast year released  the E-Series Commander range of electronic steering using PLC technology with repeatability integrity rated in the multiple billions of cycles. In conjunction with the new E-Series Commander electronic engine controls, HyDrive now offers total direction and speed control-by-wire. Models are available which can integrate all steering-motor telemetry with alarm monitoring and steering in one module. This offers compatibility and economy for vessels including houseboats, fishing cruisers and commercial vessels up to 100m. 

And Multipanel Pty Ltd,  showcased their rigid, high-density polyurethane composite panels in the US for the first time. 

In other news, Australian company Poly Flex Group Pty Ltd increased exports worldwide since the release of its Ci Series mounts with excellent interest from the US and Middle East. 

A PROFILE ON AUSTRALIAN COMPANIES AT IBEX 2008 


Austral Propellers is one of largest manufacturers of marine propellers. Applications range from high performance sports cruisers through to sailing yachts, leisure craft, ski boats, motor yachts and commercial fishing vessels. Austral manufactures an extensive range of inboard propeller styles featuring larger blade areas and a radially varying pitch distributions. The company specialises in emergency manufacture in particularly low lead-times and currently exports to over 50 countries including North America, Europe, Asia and the Pacific. The company is a long standing member of AIMEX and the National Marine Propeller Association (NMPA). www.australpropeller.com.au 

Coursemaster/Hydrive offer 65 years of specialist autopilot and hydraulic steering expertise and are both internationally recognised brands in their own right. As sister companies, they export Australian-made precision steering solutions for both commercial and leisure vessels around the world. Coursemaster Autopilots’ range includes the CM85i autopilot with intelligent self-tuning software. Hydrive Engineering is the largest manufacturer of hydraulic steering gear in the Southern Hemisphere. Joint projects include the development of the 8000 Series Steering Pedestal. Hydrive has announced the release of the E-Series Commander range of electronic steering using PLC technology with repeatability integrity rated in multiple billions of cycles. www.coursemaster.com and www.hydrive.com.au 

EVRsafe Marine Technologies is launching in the US the EVRSafe 1040, a sophisticated, innovative, integrated multi-toxic gas sensory device. The unit can simultaneously detect multi gases such as carbon-monoxide, butane, LPG, nitrogen dioxide or hydro-carbons via a single sensor. A compact display unit and multi sensors enable it to be fitted to any boat. The EVRsafe 1040 comes standard with four sensors and CPU however up to 130 additional sensors may be fitted. Using Cat 5 cabling, installation is easy including retro fitting. The 1040 alerts via voice, audio and text of toxic gas presence, isolates the cause and provides solutions on how to rectify the danger. www.evrsafe.com 

Fixtech Marine Solutions is launching a range of purpose-made marine adhesive sealants, adhesives and application tools and accessories at IBEX 2007. The company, at the Australia Pavilion booth 1125, is showcasing its products designed and made for tough climate conditions. The company’s products are used by leading boat builders as they are UV resistant, colour fast (the white stays white), and the adhesive sealants are free of any toxins, solvents and silicone. The products have a shelf life of more than 18 months and are suitable for above and below waterline applications. The Teakseal teak deck beautification system enhances teak decks and boats. www.fixtech.com.au 

GME focuses on electronic communications including two-way radio systems and marine electronics using Australian designed and manufactured products. The company’s MT410 series Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) has received COSPAS SARSAT approval. GME’s AccuSat™ PLBS are available in two formats – a MT410 standard 406/121.5MHz beacon or the MT410G featuring an integrated 16 channel GPS receiver. Other new products include the 180 watt GD9520 multi-function entertainment system featuring a DVD/CD player with AM/FM radio housed in a waterproof casing with marinised components and circuit boards. www.gme.net.au 

Marina Protection Systems is an innovative company based in Western Australia which offers a complete protection solution against electrolysis and corrosion. The company’s latest offering, Maddox anodes won the Australian Marine Industries Federation 2007 Innovative Product category. The state-of-the art anode provides effortless self-calibration of protection levels. Intended for wood and fibreglass boats, the patented Maddox anodes provides the solution to premature protective paint loss, calcium build-up and reduces marine growth. The company has an international patent on the composition and registered design. It follows the release of other successful products including the Shaft Strap to protect shafts and propellers; the Gavanic Isolator (Blocker) to address electrolysis (special mention at METS 2002 DAME awards and AMIF Australian Marine Awards); and Anode Meters which monitor protection levels and the effectiveness of existing cathodic protection systems. www.marinaprotection.com.au 

MultiPanel Pty Ltd is Australia’s largest and most innovative manufacturer of rigid, high density polyurethane composite panels. Multipanel is eco friendly, lightweight and waterproof and is stronger than traditional foam alternatives. The products are fire retardant and have excellent thermal and acoustic properties. The panels are suitable for interior and exterior marine fit-outs. Multipanel provides superior, cost effective applications across many industries including marine, building and construction, transport and refrigeration and more. Multipanel is now exporting to six countries which is expected to rise to eight countries with the expectations to sign two major international distributors agreements. www.multipanel.com.au 

Poly Flex is an Australian company which offers advanced polymer technology for vibration control. The company manufactures more than 1600 models of engine mounts and 200 models of flexible disc couplings. It also produces machinery and instrument/computer mounts. The company gained DNV type approval for the coupling and engine mount range. Poly Flex provides engine mounts and couplings for the marine, defence, mining, building, chemical and agricultural industries. Based in Brisbane, Queensland, Poly Flex exports around the world including Europe and the US. Hatteras is expanding its business with Poly Flex on its Caterpillar powered range of boats following the development of the custom white mount for Hatteras. www.polyflex.com.au 

Ronstan is based in Melbourne, Australia. Ronstan’s primary manufacturing plant and global distribution system handles more than 4.9 million units a year. One of three top sailboat hardware brands in the world, Ronstan is sold in 45 countries. At IBEX, the company will be featuring its latest hardware releases including its Orbit Blocks™ systems; the new force in block technology. Orbit Blocks™ use advanced fibre and polymer technology that is up to 10 times stronger than steel. The systems have received praise from elite sailors. Laser world champion Michael Blackburn says Ronstan’s blocks have the lowest weight possible, ideal to handle the demands of sailing Optis and small one designs. International 14 duo Lindsay Irwin and Michael Perry say their main and spinnaker system blocks are 35% lighter than Ronstan’s nearest competitor with the highest strength-to-weight ratio available. The high-performance range has 13 different configurations of ball-bearing blocks and seven configurations of ratchet blocks which provide improvements in strength, weight and aesthetics. Volvo ocean racer and 49er World champion Chris Nicholson says the ratchet blocks give more control with less fatigue. Other IBEX releases include the CL8 Regatta Smock which is waterproof, lightweight and uses breathable Rtech 3 fabric with an improved body shape fit and new Captive Ball batten systems that deliver the ultimate reliability in ease of use of mainsail handling. All seven Volvo 70s in the last around the world race featured Ronstan’s Series 30 batten cars, reef cars and intermediate cars. www.ronstan.com.au 

VEEM Propellers is a propeller and marine propulsion specialist. The company will launch a new “patented propeller technology system” at IBEX this year which will revolutionise new vessel launchings. Based in Perth, Western Australia, VEEM supplies products internationally including high quality marine products and services to the military sector. The company’s quality management system meets NATA accreditation and Naval Engineering Standards. For the super yacht sector, application specific versions of the VEEMStar or VEEMStar-LC are recommended as suitable for high horsepower and limited diameters. High technology is behind the company with noise, vibration and propulsive efficiency optimisation using CFD (Computational Fluid Dynamics) software, cavitation tunnel testing and blade strength calculation using FEA (Finite Element Analysis). The company also manufactures Timcast Hollow Bars® for mining, petrochemical and defence industries in Australia and south east Asia. Engineering services including CNC and manual machining, fitting, precision measurement, plating and casting. www.veem.com.au 

Another exhibitor is Isoflex. The above list is confirmed exhibitors as at July 2007. 

